
CALIFORNIA RECION!\L \1ATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION NO. 70-14

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FGR BERKELEY AQUATIC PARK
LAGOON, ALAMEDA COUNTY, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 4·,
ARTICLE 3, PORTER-COLOGNE WATER QUALITY CONTROL ACT

!"HEREAS THIS REG IONAL BOARD HAS CONS IDERED

INFORMATION ABOUT THE BERKELEY AQUATIC PARK LAGOON

1. The City of Berkeley has a public recreational lagoon known as the Berkeley
Aquatic Park Lagoon which comprises about 80 acres of water surface located
between the Eastshore Freeway and the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks
between Potter and Addison Streets. This Lagoon is used for boating, lOater
skiing, and fishing to a limited extent, and it ha s been a souree of three
spine stickelback which are used in toxicity bioassay analyses.

2. Level of the lagoon is controlled by a series of five 24·-inch culverts con
nected to San Francisco Bay beriea t h the Eastshore Ere eway , and by two 18
inch and a 24-inch culvert which also connect to the Bay. Salt wa t.c r i.nf Low
and ou t f Low through these conduits is controlled by manually operated valves.

3. This lagoon receives drainage from approximately one hundred aeres of indus
trial and residential land both from the surface and storm sewers.

4. Periodie fish kills have occurred in the City of Berkeley's Aquatic Park
Lagoon; the most rec.ent one, 'iVhich occurred around September 10, 1969, has
been attributed to depl.et Lon of dissolved oxygen) due to "d Le c o f f " of algae
and aquatic plants, poor circulation \,\lith Bay waters and high temperatures.

5. At its January 29) 1970 meeting this Board I B s taf f presented a report which
described the causes and factors contributing to these periodic fish kills
including a number of storm drains Hhicb have been observed to contain
industrial was t c s and cooling wa t cr discharges which increase the tempera
ture of lagoon waters ,

REGIONAL BOARD ACTIONS

1. On January 29, 1970 this Board adopted its Resolution No. 70-7 r e qu i.r ang
the City of Berkeley to submit a technical report on February 26, 1970 on
its intent to Lnc r ea se water circulation in the Lagoon and to control other
factors whLch may contribute. to wat er quality degradation and fish kills.
This Resolution also stated the Board's intent. to hold a hearing on
February 26, 1970 on formulation of a Water Quality Control Plan on the
prohibition, at the earliest practicable date, of all waste discharges,
including storm d r a i.nage wh i.c h may contain Hastes to the Berkeley Aquatic
Park Lagoon.
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